
Dear Supporters,

As most of us have found ways to minimize stress for our loved ones and even find moments 

of joy during this time of crisis and sadness, we all know these times have made lives of 

hardship even more devastating for young people without a lot of options. 

In 2010, when my son, Noah, was 5 our family met an Achiever, also 5 at the time and our 

whole family got to know him very well. This Achiever is now 15 and over the years we have 

come to know well the power of Friends of the Children-Boston, an extraordinary organization.

During the pandemic, Friends -Boston has doubled down and ensured that their Achievers 

continue to be met with crucial services. I am writing to ask you to consider financial support 

for Friends-Boston at a critical moment. 

My family has chosen Friends-Boston as our philanthropic priority for two reasons:

1. IMPACT Friends-Boston selects youth living in extreme poverty or with unstable 

home situations and supports them with a paid, professional Mentor and high quality 

programming and advocacy work from kindergarten through high school graduation.  

Some examples of their wide range of interventions include: weekly meetings with their 

Friend, advocating with schools and the court system, finding stimulating and engaging 

summer programs, camps, internships and jobs, school supplies, food when needed, etc.. 

The commitment to each child in the program  

is wide-ranging and unparalleled in its longevity.

2. LEADERSHIP This is a small non-profit organization run by a dedicated group of smart, 

passionate people. I personally know and believe in the Executive Director, Yi-Chin Chen. 

Her leadership is exemplary and inspiring and she has established an equally strong 

leadership team.

We are proud to support this organization and help make a difference to families in our local 

community. Please consider joining us in supporting them. We would be so grateful as will  

the Achievers whose lives will be impacted by the work of Friends of the Children–Boston.

With appreciation for your consideration,

Laura, Mitch, Noah & Eli Rock

Hello friends of Friends  

of the Children-Boston,

We would like to introduce you to our long-time 

supporter and partner, Laura Rock. Earlier this 

year, when faced with the uncertainty of what 

life in quarantine would have on our Achievers, 

Laura rallied her friends and family to support 

our mission and ability to continue to provide 

basic necessities to our Achievers and their 

families. Laura and her husband Mitch would  

like to share with you in the following letter  

how they came to support Friends-Boston  

and why they continue giving today.
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Achiever: MARCUS* Friend: JESSE
This year’s project started off  great for Marcus, as ideas were fl owing and his teammates 

supported one another and took the time to assess all of the possibilities. One of Marcus’ favorite 

parts was coming up with the fi nal idea because it seemed to fi ll a much needed gap within the 

community and he could envision WithYou being useful in real life.

As COVID-19 brought us into Quarantine, this project had to quickly adapt to a virtual platform. 

Although Marcus didn’t see too many diff erences as meetings transferred over to web chats, he 

recalls how other aspects of the pandemic made things diffi  cult and presented new challenges. 

He was able to persevere through these challenges under Jesse’s inspirational guidance. Looking 

back, Marcus is happy he kept with the project and would do it all over again, even virtually.

Refl ecting back on the Santander Competition, Marcus has learned the importance of managing 

group work, especially over a virtual platform, and that patience truly is a virtue. Jesse agrees 

that these lessons are great to take in from the experience and they make for important life skills 

for Marcus’ future ahead. Jesse noted that one of Marcus’ most infl uential leadership styles is 

to make sure that everyone is still having fun. Marcus’ high-spirited attitude is appreciated in 

any setting and Jesse argues that it was most important during this project when everyone was 

aff ected by all of the uncertainties. 

Achiever: EVAN* Friend: JESSE
Evan has been involved with the Santander Competition for three years now and each year he 

looks forward to the fi nal presentation and seeing what the other groups came up with. When 

coming up with ideas for the product, it was important to Evan to understand his surroundings, 

his community, and his own lived experiences. This way, the product could best fi ll the gaps in 

the system. Once the fi nal idea was chosen, Evan worked extremely hard in both his areas of 

the project and also in assisting others when they needed help. 

As the group meetings switched from in-person to online, Evan admitted that it was hard to stay 

focused and he wasn’t feeling super motivated to continue. He explained that at fi rst, it was hard 

for teammates to communicate with one another which made parts of the project confusing 

at times. Once Evan was reminded of why he was interested in participating in the fi rst place 

he became more motivated to fi nish which then made each component easier to fl esh out. He 

realigned his focus and strengthened his independent work, communication, and self-advocacy.

Through this experience, Evan was reminded that delegating tasks, assigning deadlines, and 

asking clarifying questions keep the group on track. He also learned that it is okay to lose because 

it helps you improve for next time. This lesson not only showed itself within the project, but Evan 

can see it play out in real life too.

Achiever: JORDYN* Friend: SHANÉ
Jordyn was drawn into the Santander Competition because of the opportunity to invent something 

that not only would help herself out, but would benefi t the community at large. Each year she 

was excited to participate because she always had a unique experience with every group she was 

in and each member brought in diff erent perspectives and skills to the group. The best part of 

the project for Jordyn was to see the project come to life after spending so much time on it. For 

Jordyn, it was great to see that everyone’s hard work and determination paid off . 

The team did have a rocky start – especially with the pandemic forcing everything to be remote. 

It was hard for Jordyn and the team to narrow down on all of their great ideas but ultimately they 

ended up choosing one that benefi tted the majority of the community. Once the fi nal idea was 

set, it was easier to work together, even virtually. Jordyn put in a lot of hard work and stepped 

up when she needed to in order to keep the group organized. She was happy to realize that all 

of their hard work paid off  in the end.

Being virtual wasn’t just challenging; it also had its merits. For example, it was easier for Jordyn to 

speak and present in front of others because she could set up her remote space to be comfortable 

for her which was one less thing to worry about for public speaking. Jordyn remembered that 

working together is easier than working by herself and it was comforting that virtual meetings 

didn’t get in the way of the benefi t of working with her team.
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2019-2020

Highlights

30
active alumni

20
alumni enrolled in 

post-secondary education 

12-16 
hours each month for 1v1 

professional mentoring

80%
families received groceries 

and meals during 

COVID-19 response

142
achievers; ages 5-21 

98% 
of achievers advanced to the next 

grade and are on track to graduate 

with a high school diploma or GED 

Back in March
when the stay-at-home order was set into place, it seemed like everyone was 

scrambling to fi gure out what to do in this new remote world. Our Achievers, 

however, come from environments where adapting to what life may throw your way is not a new concept. One great example 

of how well our Achievers with the help of their Friends were able to transition is through our Santander Entrepreneurship 

Business Plan Competition. For the past three years, every February our Adolescents work in teams to create a business 

from scratch that will yield both fi nancial and social capital. Not only did they keep their teams together and met virtually 

during the stay-at-home order, they came up with incredible products that they pitched during our virtual competition in * Name has been changed to protect the Achiever’s identity  

June. The winners of this year’s competition conceptualized the product 

WithYou to keep our neighborhoods safe. The youth in our program prove 

time and time again that they are able to pursue great things and overcome 

any obstacle—that’s why we call them ‘Achievers’! The testimonials below 

are from some of the group members from this winning team.


